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Put the title The Story of Parliament in your exercise book.
Task One

Working with a partner or in a group:

1.
Discuss the similarities and differences between Sources 1 and 2.  Make a list of all the differences.

2.
Use the facts and ideas in the Introduction to try to explain the differences.  

Task Two
Working with a partner or in a group, read and discuss the story of Parliament in the Introduction:

1.
Do the worksheet ‘Ten Parliamentary Firsts’.

2.
Of all the events described in the story, which do you think was THE most important – explain why you chose that event.  
3.
Choose THREE more key events, and explain why they were so important.

Task Three

Working with a partner or in a group:

1.
Do the worksheets: ‘The Growth of Parliament – ‘How Much’ Power?’ and ‘The Growing Power of Parliament’.  (There are no ‘correct’ answers to these questions; it is a matter of your informed opinion and judgement, so – as well as making a decision as to your answer – make sure you EXPLAIN your answer).
Task Four
Working as a whole class:
1.
Discuss what you have learned about the growth of parliament.  

2.
Note that your answers may give you the impression that the growth of the power of Parliament was steady and smooth through time; would this be a correct impression?  

Ten Parliamentary Firsts
Using the information on the webpage, find the correct dates.
	1 
When did people other than barons and bishops first get the chance to attend Parliament?
	

	
	

	2 
When did MPs get the right to say what they wanted without fear of punishment?
	

	
	

	3 
When were the first political parties formed?
	

	
	

	4 
When did the king lose the right to make laws?
	

	
	

	5 
When did the king lose the right to collect taxes for himself?
	

	
	

	6 
When did Britain first get the right to have regular, elected parliaments?
	

	
	

	7 
When was the first Prime Minister appointed?
	

	
	

	8 
When did people get the right to vote in secret?
	

	
	

	9 
When were all men over 21 able to vote in an election?
	

	
	

	10 
When were women first able to vote in an election?
	


The Growth of Parliament – ‘How Much’ Power?
Historians often have to decide, not just 'Yes' or 'No', but 'How much?' 

They use words such us: 

little        some        no        much        many        more
a few        less        great        total        most        all

Using these words, and your knowledge of the growth of Parliament, complete the following sentences with appropriate words. 

1. 
William's Great Council had    ?    power. 
2. 
In the time of Edward I,    ?    commoners attended the Model Parliament. 
3. 
In 1399, Parliament gained    ?    freedom of speech. 
4. 
By the time of Henry VIII, Parliament had    ?    power. 
5. 
The Bill of Rights gave    ?    power to Parliament. 
6. 
In a constitutional monarchy, the king has    ?    power. 
7. 
The party which wins    ?    seats in an election rules the country. 
8.  
   ?    people got the vote in 1832. 
9.  
   ?    men over 21 got the vote in 1884. 
10. 
Today, the Queen has    ?    power.
The Growing Power of Parliament


Fill in a ‘pie’ of the circle to show how much power over government Parliament had at the various stages in its history.

	1066: The Great Council 


William conquered England. Three times a year – at Christmas, Easter and Whitsuntide – he called a Great Council. The Great Council was made up of barons and bishops. The king asked them for advice, but could ignore them if he wanted to.
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	1295: The Model Parliament 


King Edward I asked commoners (knights and rich townspeople), as well as barons, to attend Parliament. They met in the House of Commons_ The king decided when Parliament would meet, and he could still ignore Parliament's advice.
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	1399: Freedom of Speech  


In 1399, Henry IV gave Parliament freedom of speech. After 1430 every freeman who earned more than a year had the right to vote in elections.
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	1500: The Tudors  


By 1500, the king needed Parliament to pass an 'Act of Parliament' if he wanted to change the law.
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	1689: The Bill of Rights  


William of Orange agreed to the Bill of Rights, which said that only Parliament could make laws; the king could not keep an army; the king would be given the civil list; and a new parliament should be elected every seven years.
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	1714: Cabinet Government  


George I appointed a 'Prime Minister' to look after Parliament for him. The Prime Minister chose the Cabinet.
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	1832: The Reform Act  


The number of people allowed to vote was increased in 1832 and 1867. In 1884, all men over 21 got the vote. In 1872, the Ballot Act gave people the right to vote in secret. In 1918, women were given the vote.
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	Today


The Queen merely signs the laws which Parliament makes.
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