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Put the title  The Pestilence in your exercise book.
Study all the information on the webpage.  This is a difficult task – there is a huge amount of information to appropriate … but sorting through a large number of sources is one of the difficulties facing an historian.  (When I did this work, I not only read all the sources, I read a number of secondary histories also … so it is all about doing the job properly.)
If the class genuinely feel there is too much data to handle, it is possible to do this lesson working with Sources 1-6 only.
Task One

1.
Split the class into a number of small groups and allocate Sources 1-13 between you, taking as many Sources as your group feels it can cope with.  It does not matter (it will be better) if more than one group studies each Source.
2.
Read, study and discuss each of your Sources, seeing what answers they provide for the following questions:

· Where did the pestilence come from?
· Where and when did it arrive in England?

· What was the disease like – how does the witness describe it?

· How many people died and who were they? 
· What were the results of the pestilence?
3.
BE PREPARED, it WILL be confusing – the Sources contradict each other, and not every source will give you an answer to every question (that is the nature of historical research).  Do not worry at this stage – simply make notes on what your Sources say.  


When you have finished working on ‘your’ Sources, go round the other groups.  Working as a whole class, hare all the different answers you all found, and collate them into a whole-class  fact-bank.

(If you wish, there is a crib-sheet below: ‘The Sources, the Suggestions’.)
Before you go on to try to analyse/select your answers, it is worth spending a bit of time thinking about the validity of the sources.  
All lived at the time, of course, but – working in a group – go through the sources one at a time and estimate how useful each writer is to tell you what you want to know.  
Each, of course, will have known about what happened in their own area but – in these days before TV, when people were dependent on passing travellers for news – how useful will your source be to give you the ‘big picture’ of what was happening across the whole country?

Task Two
1.
Consider

· Where they lived (there is a crib-map ‘The Sources – the Map’ below to help you, if you wish.

· When they were writing (how long after the events)

And give each writer a ‘reliability-score’ out of 5, where 5 means we will believe everything he says because he is infallible, and zero means he knows nothing and is making it all up.

Finally, in Task 3, analyse and select your answers:
Task Three
1.
Working as a whole class, collate and discuss your answers, using wither your own notes, or the crib sheet below, ‘The Sources – the Suggestions’:

· Where did the pestilence come from?

Draw a sketch-map on the board, mark the different places mentioned, and work out with the pupils how the disease spread as it followed the trade routes. 
· Where and when did it arrive in England?

Melcombe, Bristol or Southampton – or all three independently?  Note dates and where the chroniclers lived – how could they know?  Reach a conclusion.

· What was the disease like – how do the witnesses describe it?

For a time, some historians believed that the Black Death was NOT the bubonic plague, but DNA tests have nor proved that it was.  So compare the symptoms in the sources with the different types of bubonic plague: 
· Bubonic: lymph nodes swell in neck and armpits; shivering, vomiting, headache, pain in limbs, sleeplessness, high temperature, not infectious, does not attack animals. 
· Pneumonic: sneezing, three to four days, very infectious 
· Septicaemic: sudden – less than 24 hours

Are you able to come up with any conclusions about the disease?

· How many people died and who were they? 

Who do the pupils believe?  Beware of chroniclers' exaggerations and formulae – e.g. ‘the dying could not bury the dead’.  Come to a conclusion.
· What were the results of the pestilence?

Discuss the findings, and think about how you might separate the historical facts from the chroniclers’ myths.  Think also about the psychological effects of the Black Death – look at the Welsh poem and the Traini painting on the webpage.  Suggest THREE results of the Black Death.
2.
It took me fifteen sentences to write my summary of the Black Death for the webpage.  Working on your own, try to do it in ten – remember that you can use weasel words like ‘perhaps’ & ‘probably’, and phrases like ‘it seems that…’ & ‘the chronicler XXXX claimed that…’, to get over the points where you’re not sure.

The Sources – the Suggestions
	Source
	Where did the pestilence come from?
	Where and when did it arrive in England?
	How do the witnesses describe the disease?
	How many people died and who were they?
	What were the results?

	1
	France
	Melcombe (20.6.48)
	three days
	
	

	2
	Saracens
	
	murrain followed
	90%; townspeople
	rents fell; land unfarmed; sadness

	3
	Saracens
	
	sudden
	75% of monks
	rents fell

	4
	India-Egypt-Syria-Greece-Italy-France
	
	
	one third
	shortage of workers; land unformed; labourers rebellious; anger

	5
	India-Turks-Syria-Greeks-France-Germany
	Dorset (1349)
	contagious; sudden; hard, dry boils in various parts of the body; little black pustules
	90%; few noblemen died
	

	6
	
	
	contagious; boils, abscesses, pustules on legs and in armpits; frenzy brought on by headache; vomiting blood
	100% of his monastery
	fears that everyone will die

	7
	
	Bristol (1.8.48)
	
	
	

	8
	Avignon
	Bristol (24.6.48)
	murrain followed
	90%
	rents fell; land fell waste; misery

	9
	'across the sea'
	Melcombe (7.7.48)
	
	20%
	infertility; lack of workers

	10
	Saracens
	Dorset (1.8.48
	three or four days
	killed 200 a day in London, except the wealthy
	

	11
	Avignon
	
	ulcers in groin and armpit; three days
	90%
	fewer teeth; lack of respect for betters; greed, scorn and anger

	12
	India
	Southampton (1348-49).
	sudden – two or three days, or less than 24 hours; murrain of sheep
	'a multitude', especially in the towns
	lack of workers; animals died; crops rotted in fields; workers became bloody-minded; pay and prices rose

	13
	
	
	swelling of flesh; two days
	one third, 'especially the middling and lower classes, rarely the great'
	


The Sources – the Map
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