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Put the title  Women in Early Modern Times in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One


1.
Split the class into four groups; each group takes one ‘element’ (Fire, Air, Water, Earth – Sources 1-4).


Working with a partner or in a small group on ‘your’ element, discuss what it tells you about women’s lives in Early Modern Times – what you can see, or what you can infer.

2.
Still working as a small group, look back over all the webpages of Chapter 2 and review what you have learned about the lives of women/girls in Early Modern times.  Look in particular for and make a list of times:

· when women were oppressed:

· when they were badly treated

· when they were not allowed to do things

· when it could be argued that women’s lives were good:

· when they were well treated

· when they were allowed to do things

3.
As a group, form a ‘view’ about women’s lives in the Early Modern Age.  Don’t forget to support it with evidence/facts.

Task Two
1.
Coming together as a whole class, hold a plenary session to collect ideas, and to compare the Early Modern era to today.  
· discuss how Sources 1-4 added to your developing understanding about the lives of women/girls in Early Modern times – what did they teach you about the lives and role of Tudor and Stuart women?

· Share:
· your lists of times when women were oppressed.

· your lists of times when it could be argued that women’s lives were good.

· your ‘views’ about women’s lives in the Early Modern Age.  

2.
Compare women’s role on society in the Early Modern Age with the role of women in society today.   Is it possible that the differences in women’s lives between then and now arise because we expect a different role from women nowadays – or is there some other reason?
3.
Did you consult any of the linked websites?  Did you find any of your own?  

· Which ‘good’ sites did you find (and why did you think them ‘good’)?

· Did you find any poor or useless sites (and why did you think them ‘bad’)?

Task Three
1.
Girls do the worksheet: ‘Are You A Good Tudor Wife, Girls?’; boys do: ‘Can You Find A Good Tudor Wife, Boys?’, which will give you an idea of how well you would havwe fitted into the Early Modern Age.


Compare and discuss the scores.

Are You A Good Tudor Wife, Girls?
Answer the questions honestly, then work out your total from the scores at the bottom of this page.
	1 Who should make the decisions in the family? 

a. The wife; 

b. The husband; 

c. Husband and wife together. 

	2 Who should do the washing up? 

a. The husband; 

b. The wife; 

c. The children. 

	3 Which book would you read first? 

a. The Bible; 

b. A cookbook; 

c. A book of romantic stories. 

	4 How many children do you want? 

a. One or two; 

b. Three, four or five; 

c. Six or more.

	5 Do you use swear words? 

a. Never; 

b. Occasionally; 

c. Often. 
	6 When a friend tries to tell you a juicy bit of gossip, what should you do? 

a. Refuse to listen and leave; 

b. Listen with interest; 

c. Listen, then add some gossip you've heard. 


	7 How often should parents hit their children? 

a. Never; 

b. Only when you go to the supermarket; 

c. Often. 
	8 Who would you most like to marry? 

a. A good-looking person you have fallen in love with; 

b. A good-looking person your mother likes; 

c. Somebody your father wants you to marry. 


	9 Which does a wife need most? 

a. Education and qualifications; 

b. To be good at cookery and needlework; 

c. Good household organisation and money management skills.
	10 How long might a woman spend doing her make-up? 

a. Less than 5 minutes; 

b. Up to an hour; 

c. More than an hour. 


SCORES - GIRLS 

Less than 15: You would not have made a good Tudor wife – you have all your standards wrong. Disobedient, lazy, sloppy living – you would have neglected your Tudor wifely duties. On the other hand, you would make a wonderful feminist in the modem world! 

15-24: 
You would probably have been a normal Tudor wife – but no-one would have called you 'good'.  You would need to be more obedient and harder-working to be a good Tudor wife. 

25-30: 
Congratulations!  You would have been the perfect Tudor wife (although you would probably have driven your husband mad doing your make-up).  You would do as your husband told you, do all the work, and continually risk your life for him.  What are you doing living in modern times?
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Can You Find A Good Tudor Wife, Boys?

Answer the questions honestly, then work out your total from the scores at the bottom of this page.

	1 Who should make the decisions in the family? 

a. The wife; 

b. The husband; 

c. Husband and wife together. 

	2 Who should do the washing up? 

a. The husband; 

b. The wife; 

c. The children. 

	3 Which book should awife read first? 

a. The Bible; 

b. A cookbook; 

c. A book of romantic stories. 

	4 How many children should a wife want? 

a. One or two; 

b. Three, four or five; 

c. Six or more.

	5 Should a wife use swear words? 

a. Never; 

b. Occasionally; 

c. Often. 
	6 When a friend tries to tell her a juicy bit of gossip, what should a wife do? 

a. Refuse to listen and leave; 

b. Listen with interest; 

c. Listen, then add some gossip you've heard. 


	7 How often should parents hit their children? 

a. Never; 

b. Only when you go to the supermarket; 

c. Often. 
	8 Who should a girl marry? 

a. A good-looking person you have fallen in love with; 

b. A good-looking person your mother likes; 

c. Somebody your father wants you to marry. 


	9 Which does a wife need most? 

a. Education and qualifications; 

b. To be good at cookery and needlework; 

c. Good household organisation and money management skills.
	10 How long should a woman spend doing her make-up? 

a. Less than 5 minutes; 

b. Up to an hour; 

c. More than an hour. 


SCORES - BOYS 

Less than 15: You would not have impressed your Tudor friends with your choice of wife.  You would have ended up with a wife who, by the standards of the times, was disobedient, lazy and sloppy – and would have neglected her Tudor wifely duties.  On the other hand, you will make a good husband in the modem world!

15-24: 
Your Tudor wife would probably have been normal for Tudor times – but no-one would have called her 'good'.  She would have needed to be more obedient and harder-working to be a good Tudor wife.

25-30: 
Congratulations! You have chosen the perfect Tudor wife. She would hove done as you told her, done all the housework, and continually put her life at risk for you. But what are you doing living in modern times?
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