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Put the title  The Execution of Charles I in your exercise book.
When I am researching a new topic, I always start by reading a few textbooks (‘secondary sources’) on the subject; they usually get their facts right, and try to be objective, and they give a basic factual grounding.  Then, however, I plough into the primary sources.  They are anything but objective!  They are often factual dubious, and the account they present is usually unintentionally (sometimes purposely) partial (in every sense of the word) … but they show how people were thinking at the time, and out of them come the exciting new ideas from which I form my own interpretation of what was going on.
You are going to follow this process as you investigate the execution of Charles I.  

Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One


1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, study Source 1 – the textbook account by LE Snellgrove.  Find TEN things it tells us about the execution.


I have listed them for you in Column One of the worksheet ‘The Execution of Charles I’.
Task Two: 
1.
Next, in your group, study Source 2 – the Dutch contemporary engraving – and try to find things it tells you about the execution that you don’t already know:
· You will be able to extract many facts about the event.

· You should be able to infer some feelings of people at the time.

2.
List your best ideas and findings in Column Two of the worksheet ‘The Execution of Charles I’.
3.
Colour-code your notes:


· Write/highlight FACTS in blue.

· Sometimes, you will extract facts which contradict what you already know; where this happens, make a judgement about reliability and cross out the fact that seems less likely.

· Write/highlight inferred FEELINGS in red.

Task Three: 
1.
Repeat the sequence of tasks in Task Two for Source 3 (the Royalist painting) and Source 4 (Philip Henry’s eyewitness account), and enter your best ideas and findings in Columns Three and Four of the worksheet ‘The Execution of Charles I’.

2.
If you have time, repeat the tasks also for the longer (1650) eyewitness accounts and the three modern film portrayals of the execution listed in the Links on the website, and enter your ideas and findings onto the worksheet ‘The Execution of Charles I (additional sources)’.
Task Four: 
1.
Share what you have found out about the execution in a whole class plenary session.  We can never know ‘the truth’, but some things will seem more likely than others – what is your ‘best guess’ at the truth of the event.

2.
Use all your ideas and discoveries to write the script for a stage play about the execution, which will convey YOUR interpretations of the true facts, and of how people felt at the time.  
· Don’t forget to include instructions for lighting, music and background sound

· Annotate your script pointing out the key places where your script conveys your interpretations.
The Execution of Charles I
	The Early Modern Age (1972) 
by L.E. Snellgrove
	A Dutch engraving from the time
	A Royalist painting of the execution
	Philip Henry’s eyewitness account

	1.  On Tuesday, 30 January 1649, Charles I was brought to his own Banqueting Hall in Whitehall, London.

2.  It was a gloomy, cold day, white with frost and snow.

3.  A troop of soldiers . . . surrounded the black-draped scaffold set in front of the building . . . to prevent any attempt at rescue.

4.  Dense crowds surged forward, stretching their necks to see him and calling out prayers and blessings.

5.  The scaffold itself was packed with officers and clergy.

6.  Charles's executioners were disguised by cloaks, masks and obviously false hair and beards.

7.  Charles then stripped off his jewels and his outer clothing.

8.  The block was only ten inches high so he had to lie flat to place his head on it.

9.  After a few seconds, he gave a signal to the executioner.

10.  The axe swung down, cutting off his head at one blow.
	
	
	


The Execution of Charles I (additional sources)

	The anonymous eyewitness account of 1650
	The film Cromwell (1970)
	The film To Kill a King (2002)
	The film The Devil’s Whore (2008)
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