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Put the title  Women in the Civil War in your exercise book.
Some topics in history excite strong emotions; this is one of them!
Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One


1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, study Sources 1-16.  

Using the sources:

· build a list of the kind of things that women did in the war, together with examples.

NB Do not list actual things they did (e.g. ‘dropped hot ashes on the enemy’) but generalise to list the kind of things they did (e.g. defended castles) – where ‘dropping hot ashes on the enemy’ would therefore be an example of them doing that).

· design a set of medals (or Brownie badges) that might be awarded to certain women of the Civil War. 
Task Two: 
1.
Soon after the Restoration in 1660, poor women found themselves back at work, and rich women’s diaries were full of gossip and social engagements.  Discuss: 


· Why then, do you think, did ‘the weaker vessels grow stronger’ during the Civil War?  

· Suggest reasons why things went ‘back to normal’ after 1660.
2.
Look at the picture in the worksheet ‘The People of the Civil War: Women’ from a student workbook written in the 1990s


Imagine you are a feminist historian.

· Use all your knowledge and outrage to criticise the drawing as an unrepresentative, insulting stereotype.

· Take it in turns to deliver your diatribe to the rest of the class, and decide who did the best ‘demolition job’ on the picture.
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