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Put the title  Oliver Cromwell in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One: 
1.
Working on your own:  

· EITHER make a list, in chronological order, of all the dates which have both a month and a year (e.g., January 1649), and add a short account and explanation of what happened.

· OR do the worksheet ‘Oliver Cromwell’s Rule’. 
Task Two: 
1.
Working with a partner or in a small group:  
· make a list of all the good things you can see about Cromwell's rule, and a list of all the bad things.
· suggest reasons why Cromwell was so unpopular.
Task Three: 
1.
Coming together as a whole class, share your discoveries about the ‘good’ and ‘bad’ things Cromwell did.  Was he ‘more good than bad’, or ‘more bad than good’?
2.
Cromwell is often portrayed as a ‘killjoy’.

· Make a list of all the ‘killjoy’ things Cromwell did.

· Can you suggest other reasons for these measures than just Puritan morality?

3.
Many historians would agree with H.A. Clement, The Story of Britain (1941): 'The Protector was as despotic as any Tudor or Stuart king.'

· Make a list of all the ‘despotic’ things Cromwell did.  Can you suggest other reasons for these measures than just that he was power-mad?

· Discuss the idea: 

‘Cromwell had to be tough in an anarchic situation’.

Does this justify Cromwell’s military dictatorship?
4.
Working on your own, write an essay:

Was Cromwell a ‘Hero’ or a ‘Villain’ of history?
· Start with a paragraph rehearsing all the ‘good’, ‘heroic’ things Cromwell did (remember what he did in the Civil Wars, as well as during the Protectorate).

· Next, write a paragraph about all the ‘bad’, ‘villainous’ things Cromwell did (remember what he did in Ireland, as well as during the Protectorate).

· Finish with a paragraph explaining and justifying YOUR personal verdict on the question.

Oliver Cromwell’s Rule

At this present moment in time, you are learning about Oliver Cromwell.  'You are learning' is the present tense of the verb 'to learn'.  

If you had done this work yesterday, you would have to say: 'Yesterday, I learned about Oliver Cromwell'.  ‘I learned' is the past tense of the verb. 

Historians use the past tense most of the time, because they write about what happened in the past.  The following sentences refer to events that occurred during the rule of Oliver Cromwell.  
Write them out, putting the verbs in brackets in the past tense. 

In January 1649, England [become] a republic, a country without a monarch. 

In  April 1653, Cromwell [go] to the House of Commons and [drive] out the Rump. 

In  July 1653, Cromwell [choose] 140 godly men to make up a Parliament. 

In  December 1653, the Barebones Parliament [abolish] itself. 

In  December 1653, some army officers [publish] The Instrument of Government, asking Cromwell to be Lord Protector. 

In  September 1654, Cromwell's first Parliament [meet]. 

In  May 1655, the English navy [capture] Jamaica. 

In  August 1655, Cromwell [divide] up the country into 11 districts, each controlled by a Major General. 

In  September 1656, Cromwell [call] a second Parliament, but [dismiss] it when it [try] to reduce his power.
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